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Naturally the Gathas have not a little of the more obvious
portrayal of the horrors of Retribution. The figures used are
partly the same as those in the Bible. Fire cannot be turned
into a parable of torment quite so readily, since it is so very
sacred a symbol. But the stanza quoted above (Ys. 43*)1 is
not far from the Old Testament phrase about the ' everlasting
burnings' which symbolize God's awful holiness. The Gathic
hell is ' the Worst Existence ', ' the House of the Lie ', or ' of
Worst Thought'. It is full of darkness, and sad voices, stench,
foul food. One typical verse will suffice.

But those that are of an evil dominion, of evil deeds, evil words, evil
Self, and evil thought, men of the Lie, the Souls go forth to meet them
with foul food : in the House of the Lie they shall be meet inhabitants.
(tt.4911-)

And how long is this retribution to last ? We put out of
sight, as throughout this chapter, the glosses of the Later
Avesta, even though they may have claims to be right, and
set down only what we find actually written in the Gathas.
And with that limitation we can only say that there seems
to be no thought of any end.

In immortality shall the soul of the righteous be happy, in perpetuity
the torments of the man of the Lie. ( Vs. 457.)

But these two words (amhhdt and utayTdti) are constant
correlatives, and no real distinction can be drawn between
them. The phrase ' to all time ' (vispai yavoi) is even more
explicit: it is applied once to the retribution and elsewhere
to reward. It would perhaps be going too far to assert that
Zarathushtra would have dogmatically laid down the abso-
lutely unending duration of the torments of the damned,
especially if confronted with the admitted fact that many of
them missed heaven only by a very narrow balance when
their merits and demerits were weighed. His imagery leaves
no room for any gradations of punishment In all this of
course he is only failing as all other thinkers have failed. It

1 See p. 35.